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in so far as they have characteristics in common, characteristics
which are at the same time uncommon as between the West and the
East. If the characteristics are common to both the East and the
West, they do not distinguish the one from the other. If, however,
certain characteristics are not common to the West but only to a
part of the West, and a small part at that, they are not Western; they
are local or exceptional.

If, for instance, a group of people is said to be Catholic, it means
that the individuals composing the group have the Catholic form
of Christianity in common. The individuals may differ in other
respects, for instance, professions, but this they have in common.
Similarly, if a group is said to be Protestant, it means that all the
individuals composing it have Protestantism in common, however
much they may or may not differ in other respects. When two
groups are distinguished as Catholic and Protestant, it is the differ-
ence between the two that is drawn attention to, and not the simi-
larity between the two in that they are both Christians. A number
of people who have Western Civilization must have certain factors
in common, however they may differ in other respects. And at the
same time, they must have something which differentiates them
from those who have Eastern Civilization.

It is not enough that certain factors just occur in one group, but
are not common to the group, in order to make them group charac-
ters. Something to be characteristic of a group must be the norm
for that group, the rule and not the exception. Speech is character-
istic of human beings, not muteness, which may occur in some
cases; Gaelic occurs in the West, but it is not characteristic of the
West. Lynching of Negroes occurs in the West, but is not character-
istic of it. According to a news item in the New York Times of
August 13,1935, a mother had her second child when she was only
fifteen years old, her first child being fourteen months old at the
time. But child-marriage and child-motherhood are not character-
istic of the West Vegetarianism, mysticism, and a thousand other
cultural traits occur in the West and in the East, but are not character-
istic of either. In comparing civilizations, or for that matter any two
factors, die norm, and not the exception, must be considered.